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Instructive Booklets 


In addition to the MESSAGE you should 
by all means read the following booklets. 
Each booklet is a complete subject of itself. 
The Bible is made understandable and in- 
teresting to study. 


HISTORY or tHE MEGIDDO MISSION 
Tue COMING or JESUS ann ELIJAH 
WHAT MUST WE DO TO BE SAVED? 
THE KINGDOM OF GOD 
THE GREAT APOSTASY 
AFTER DEATH, WHAT? 
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SPIRITUAL CREATION 
THE HOLY SPIRIT 
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TRINITY 
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A TREATISE 
ON THE HOLY SPIRIT 


Have you wondered why professed Chris- 
tians have never felt the genuine power of 
Holy Spirit? 

Have you been disappointed by pretend- 
ers who falsely claimed apostolic power? 

Have you hoped to know the true mean- 
ing of the Biblical promise? 

Then you will find this booklet most in- 
teresting and instructive. 


It discusses Biblical evidence concerning 
the Holy Spirit Power as promised by Jesus 
in fulfillment of Joel’s prophecy. 


The following questions are answered: 
When was it given to God’s people? 
Why was it given? 

When was it withheld? 
Why was it withheld? 
When shall it be restored? 
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you can help spread the good news of 
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tossed souls today are in need of faith 
that is firm and unwavering. You 
may not be able to devote your en- 
tire time to this work as, for example, 
the Apostle Paul, but by means of the 
printed word you may help someone. 

The following items are available 
for your use. Give them to friends, 
neighbors, strangers; enclose them in 
your letters to friends and relatives. 

It is for us to sow the seed. 

God will give the increase. 
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“If thou criest after knowledge, and 
liftest up thy voice for understanding; 
if thou seekest her as silver, and search- 
est for her as for hid treasures; then 
shalt thou understand the fear of the 
Lord, and find the knowledge of God.” 

—Proverbs 2: 3—5. 














Springtime — Growth! 
Dear Brother: 

If we could only grow as fast and nice 
spiritually as the crops are growing at 
present, we would accomplish much in ad- 
vancement. If we don’t grow, it isn’t be- 
cause God hasn’t given us the water and 
sunshine. The fault lies within us. We have 
two things necessary for growth, an urge 
within us for development and growth; and 
second, an environment which makes growth 
possible and which stimulates it. 

Our spiritual garden needs much cultiva- 
tion and pruning if we would produce those 
lovely fruits of the spirit. If seeds of purity 
and right living are sown, with cultivation 
of proper training and growth of character, 
God will send a rich harvest. Eternal 
growth is a “must” with all of us, so “let 
us not be weary in well doing: for in due 
season, we shall reap if we faint not.” 

Elgin, Oregon 6. 


The Rock that is Higher than I 
Dear. Sister: 

Our travel through this allotted span of 
time brings us through many a hard toss- 
ing. No set of events is the same. They are 
mixed here and there with turbulent and 
fretful occasions. Under such conditions 
it is well to look up, trusting in the “rock 
that is higher than I,” feeling He will not 
leave us to our situation to perish. Surely 
for every dark cloud there is bound to be 
a silver lining and a rainbow of happiness 
for standing the test. 

This Word as given by the prophets, 
apostles, and Jesus should grow in wonder- 
ment and brilliance to every hungry soul. 
The deeper we impress the character build- 
ing gems upon the tables of our heart, the 
brighter the hope of a glorious future. No 
longer are we tossed to and fro between this 
opinion or that saying. 

A life minus a daily example of right- 
eousness is like a torch holder without a 
light. To be of influence it must itself be 
bubbling over with love and goodness, and 
malice toward none. 

South Amboy, N. J. 


My Closest Friend 
I am trying to let my Bible be my closest 
friend. I am yet standing for Truth and 
right. 
New Blaine, Ark. 


L. M. K. 


C. E. L. 


Invaluable Magazine 
Dear Sir: 

I should like to renew my subscription to 
your very fine and invaluable magazine. I 
find your articles teach the basic concepts 
of the way man should live on this earth, 
which is according to God’s will. 

Washington, D. C. J. W. G. 
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THE GRACE OF GOD — NOW AND FUTURE 


an Omnipotent God, placed upon the stage of ac- 

tion for a purpose. The question arises, How well 
are we fulfilling the purpose for which we have been 
called? We have been called to glory and virtue, we have 
been called to be a peculiar people, called to work out our 
salvation with fear and trembling, called to be crowned, 
called to dispense peace and plenty abroad until all na- 
tions shall call us blessed. We are called to have wonder- 
ful power given us so we can move to and fro with the 
freedom of the wind; called to have every joy and pleas- 
ure conceivable to the human mind, yea, far beyond all 
that we can now even ask or think. In view of this no- 
table calling, we do not wonder that the exhortation comes 
to us: “Thou therefore, my son, be strong in the grace 
that is in Christ Jesus” (II Tim. 2:1). 

The term “grace” has more than one meaning. There 
is the grace that saves, the knowledge of divine law, the 
way, the truth and the life. Then the eternal reward 
awaiting worthy Christians is also called grace, the grace 
to be brought to us at the revelation of Jesus Christ from 
heaven. This is a vastly different grace than the gospel 
or knowledge that directs us aright. 

One definition of the word grace is favor, any kindness 
or service freely rendered. Every man has favor to be- 
stow upon someone, but here is God’s favor to us through 
Christ Jesus in which you and I must be strong. Theology 
teaches that the meaning of grace is God’s unmerited 
favor, but such a definition contradicts the plain teach- 
ings of the Word. God rewards every man according to 
his works, according to the fruit of his doings. He is a 
God of “knowledge, and by him actions are weighed” 
(Jer. 32:19; I Sam. 2:3). 


God’s Grace or Saving Knowledge 


W: ARE living, intelligent creatures, the work of 


It is through God’s goodness or munificence, it is 
through His grace or mercy, that we have the chance to 
work for eternal life. God is the great Teacher in that 
He has provided us with knowledge of inestimable value. 
Through His Word He informs us of His existence, of 
His creative ability, of the vast scope of His universe, 
and of the unspeakable rewards that He has prepared for 
His worthy children. He has formulated a code of rules 
to show us how to live peaceably and harmoniously with 
our fellow man, how to live so as to be of the greatest 
worth to ourselves, the while fitting ourselves for the 
life to come. All these things are undeniable evidences of 
His grace or favor or goodness to us. 

Paul’s words to Titus, the first bishop of the Church 
at Crete, make the point of God’s grace being a teacher, 
crystal clear: “For the grace of God that bringeth salva- 
tion hath appeared to all men, teaching us that, denying 
ungodliness and worldly lusts, we should live soberly, 
righteously, and godly, in this present world” (Titus 2: 
11, 12). God is a great Teacher, and His grace or saving 
knowledge has appeared to all men who are willing to be 
taught. Through His goodness or kindness He has sent 
His truth to all who are willing to avail themselves of it, 


and it teaches them to deny ungodliness, and worldly 
lusts, and live soberly, righteously, and godly in this 
present world. 

I Corinthians 15: 1 shows that grace and gospel mean 
the same. The grace of God brings salvation, also the 
gospel saves: “Moreover, brethren, I declare unto you 
the gospel which I preached unto you, which also ye have 
received, and wherein ye stand; by which also ye are 
saved, if ye keep in memory what I preached unto you, 
unless ye have believed in vain.” The grace saves, also the 
gospel saves, demonstrating they are two terms for the 
same saving medium. In Paul’s farewell address to the 
elders of Ephesus he shows that the word of God and the 
grace are identical: “And now, brethren, I commend you 
to God, and to the word of his grace, which is able to 
build you up, and to give you an inheritance among all 
them which are sanctified” (Acts 20:32). The grace 
saves, the Word saves, the gospel saves. Hence the mean- 
ing of grace is clearly shown. 

Another example of the similarity of the two words is 
the statement we find in John 1:17, “For the law was 
given by Moses, but grace and truth came by Jesus 
Christ.” Grace and truth came by Jesus Christ. Speak- 
ing of the great system of divine truths which He rep- 
resented, He said: “I am the way, the truth, and the life.” 
He impressed the law of God upon His hearers where- 
ever He went. He spoke as never man spoke. In spiritual 
depth and breadth His teaching was far ahead of the old 
Mosaic arrangement to which the people subscribed so 
freely and so completely. 

When making a comparison between the two, He was 
wont to say: “It hath been said of old time,” so and so, 
“but I say ...” The grace and truth that He supported 
were away beyond the Mosaic jurisprudence. Under the 
old Law it was said: “Thou shalt not kill; and whosoever 
shall kill shall be in danger of the judgment.” Then Jesus 
adds: “But I say unto you, that whosoever is angry with 
his brother without a cause, shall be in danger of the 
judgment.” “It hath been said, Whosoever shall put away 
his wife, let him give her a writing of divorcement: but 
I say unto you, That whosoever shall put away his wife, 
saving for the cause of fornication, causeth her to com- 
mit adultery.” “Again ye have heard that it hath’.been 
said by them of old time, Thou shalt not forswear thy- 
self, but shalt perform unto the Lord thine oaths; but I 
say unto you, Swear not at all; neither by heaven; for it 
is God’s throne: nor by the earth: for it is his footstool” 
(Matt. 5: 20, 21, 31—35). Truly the law was given by 
Moses, but grace and truth came by Jesus Christ. 


No Unmerited Favor 


Jesus’ teachings contained no definition of unmerited 
favor, or of God’s giving something for nothing. Our Lord 
and Master said in loving tones: “Come unto me, all ye 
that labor and are heavy laden, and I will give you rest.” 
We have to do the coming. If we think the work has all 
been done for us, we shall some day discover our woeful 
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mistake; we shall find there is a part for us to perform. 
Jesus has lovingly performed His part, and there is a 
space now given us in which to perform our part; then at 
Resurrection Day He will step in and complete our work 
of salvation. He will change our vile, mortal body and 
fashion it like unto His glorious body. 

We realize it means something to come to Jesus. It does 
not ring in our ears with the dead thud of the sound that 
falls upon the ears of the religious world: “Lord, I come 
to Thee, ’tis all that I can do. Receive me just as I am.” 
It is not for us to say that—but to put His words into 
daily practice, to really keep the commandments of God 
and our Master in our everyday life and conduct, to let 
His words spring forth in fruits of righteousness until 
they form in us an ornament of grace, that grace which 
commands us to be strong. 

If we think we can weakly take on this grace, and wait 
with complacence to hear our Master say, “I am ready 
to give thee rest,” we are mistaken. We have to be strong. 
He will fulfill on His part, but requires that we fulfill on 
ours, and it is necessary for us to do this in order to ob- 
tain His favor, to have developed further the wonderful 
plan of salvation in us. 


This Grace Must Come with Power 


This grace of God to be effective must come with 
power; it must be a potent, moving, activating force in 
the life of its possessor. It must effect a change. “I am 
not ashamed of the gospel of Christ,” said Paul, “for it 
is the power of God unto salvation to every one that be- 
lieveth” (Rom. 1:16). This gospel or grace must be a 
power, it must do for us what no other factor could do. 

For example, there is the tongue. Though a small and 
weak member, it is the most dangerous thing in the world 
when not controlled by the law of God. Oh, what sorrow 
and misery it can cause! How quickly it can shoot out 
bitter and unkind words. We can, by dropping a careless 
or harsh word, cause another deep sorrow, or pain a heart 
almost to the breaking point. In anger the tongue cuts 
like a two-edged knife. It is so quick to justify, and try 
to cover its owner’s wrong doings, to relate all his good 
qualities; but it is anxious to tell the faults of others, to 
tell things that would be far better left untold. It will 
take the power of the grace of God to tame it. 

Then there is the sin of selfishness. Innumerable evils 
spring from this many-rooted tree. Selfishness breeds 
greed for money, it breeds a desire to get what it wants 
even if to do so it must misuse or injure someone else. It 
sets itself above God. The big “I” is the center of the 
selfish man’s world. For a person to repress this human 
tendency requires strength. It is neither a simple nor 
easy process to apply the grace of God which teaches us 
to subdue the selfish spirit, and not think of ourselves 
more highly than we ought to think. 

Over-confidence is a human weakness that afflicts many 
of us. We are too sure of ourselves. We do not need God 
to tell us what to do, we know enough to run our own 
business. But do we? We read in Jer. 10: 23, “O Lord, I 
know that the way of man is not in himself, it is not in 
man that walketh to direct his steps.”” Man feels him- 
self so important that he does not need God. God is al- 
together too small for him. Therefore it takes strength 
to purge these evil practices from our souls. The grace 
must come with power. 


The Grace Appears to All Men 


We are told that this grace that will bring salvation 
“hath appeared to all men.” There may be some who are 
bothered by this phraseology, “appeared to all men,” but 
the “ali men” is qualified. It takes in all men whom the 
God of heaven foresaw would be strong in this grace, 
would live out His saving truth after they knew it. He 
saw to it that each of these would be enlightened. This 
grace will appear to every one of them; not one will miss 
it. Jesus testified to this divine principle in John 7: 17, 
“If any man will do his will, he shall know of the doc- 
trine.” 


The Grace to be Brought at the Revelation of Jesus Christ 


Now comes the third and more glorious aspect of this 
grace. The point has already been made that grace is 
favor. Human beings have favor to bestow upon one an- 
other. Some are much more benevolent than others. God 
also has favor to bestow, and up to the present time that 
favor has taken the shape of providing the physical earth 
for the home of mankind. He has given to all life and 
breath,” He “gives us rain from heaven, and fruitful sea- 
sons, filling our hearts with food and gladness.” He has 
provided us with the powers of reason and reflection, the 
ability to learn and remember what we learn, will power 
to apply to our daily living the principles we know to be 
right; and above all, a superior law to control every act, 
word, thought and motive of life, making us fit for some- 
thing better. 

But He has done more, much more. The foregoing evi- 
dences of His munificence are not an end in themselves; 
they are merely a means to a much greater end. The 
grand finale of His grace or favor is the grace or reward 
to be brought at the revelation of Jesus Christ. ‘““Where- 
fore gird up the loins of your mind, be sober, and hope to 
the end, for the grace which is to be brought unto you 
at the revelation of Jesus Christ.” Without the hope of 
future existence, of blessings that will last on and on 
through eternity, no one could become sufficiently con- 
cerned as to be induced to make such a drastic change in 
his life as the law of God demands. 

First, life comes with Christ from heaven: “For we 
know that if our earthly house of this tabernacle were 
dissolved, we have a building of God, a house not made 
with hands, eternal, in the heavens. For in this we groan, 
earnestly desiring to be clothed upon with our house 
which is from heaven: if so be that being clothed we shall 
not be found naked. For we that are in this tabernacle do 
groan, being burdened: not for that we would be un- 
clothed, but clothed upon, that mortality might be swal- 
lowed up of life” (II Cor. 5: 1—4). We repeat, life comes 
with Christ from heaven, immortality comes with Christ 
from heaven. 

Our knowledge of the Scriptures precludes the idea 
that God never began working until about six thousand 
years ago, and that this little earth is the only part of 
the universe that is inhabited. God has been saving peo- 
ple through all eternity past. His mercy is from everlast- 
ing to everlasting upon them that fear Him, and His 
righteousness unto children’s children, demonstrating 
that from the remotest age that the human mind can 
grasp there have been people in the universe to receive 
that mercy. The Apostle Paul exulted in the realization 
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of God’s great achievement when he said: “To the intent 
that now unto the principalities and powers in heavenly 
places might be known by the church the manifold wis- 
dom of God, according to the eternal purpose which he 
purposed in Christ Jesus our Lord. ... For this cause I 
bow my knees unto the Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, 
of whom the whole family in heaven and earth is named.” 
He has a family in heaven as well as on earth. “That ye, 
being rooted and grounded in love, may be able to com- 
prehend with all saints what is the breadth, and length, 
and depth, and height; and to know the love of Christ, 
which passeth knowledge, that ye might be filled with all 
the fullness of God” (Eph. 3: 10, 11, 14, 15, 17—19). But 
His goodness does not stop here. What He has done for 
individuals through eternity past He also can and will 
do for us if we make ourselves worthy: “Now unto him 
that is able to do exceeding abundantly above all that we 
ask or think, according to the power that worketh in us” 
(v. 20). Yes, He is determined to do it for us if only we 
fit ourselves to receive it. 

Not only does life come from heaven but glory and 
honor come from heaven. “To them who by patient con- 
tinuance in well doing seek for glory and honor and im- 
mortality, eternal life’ (Rom. 2:7). 

Power over others comes from heaven. The desire for 
power over others is one of the strongest impulses in a 
human being; if controlled, it is a worthy ambition, a 
factor that is sanctioned by the God of heaven. Indeed 
it is promised as a part of the grace or favor or reward 
to be bought with Christ from heaven: “He that over- 
cometh, and keepeth my works unto the end, to him will 
I give power over the nations. .. . To him that overcom- 
eth will I grant to sit with me in my throne, even as I 
also overcame, and am set down with my Father in his 
throne” (Rev. 2: 26; 3: 21). Once we overcome, once we 
learn to control ourselves and use power over others 
aright, God will bestow upon us that power. 

To enumerate all the blessings God has promised the 
overcomer would make a long list. Perhaps they could 
well be grouped under the blanket term, bliss, unspeak- 
able bliss, eternal bliss! Peter in his First Epistle defines 
this coming bliss in glowing terms: “An inheritance in- 
corruptible, and undefiled, and that fadeth not away, re- 
served in heaven for you, who are kept by the power of 
God through faith unto salvation ready to be revealed in 
the last time. Wherein ye greatly rejoice, though now for 
a season, if need be, ye are in heaviness through manifold 
temptations.” We cannot escape the trials, for the time 
being we may be in heaviness through manifold tempta- 
tions, but let us not forget the glory ahead. “Wherein ye 
greatly rejoice, though now for a season, if need be, ye 
are in heaviness through manifold temptations: that the 
trial of your faith, being much more precious than of 
gold that perisheth, though it be tried with fire, might 
be found unto praise and honor and glory at the appear- 
ing of Jesus Christ: whom having not seen, ye love; in 
whom, though now ye see him not, yet believing, ye re- 
joice with joy unspeakable and full of glory” (ch. 1: 4— 
8). Joy unspeakable. What a bliss! 

Features of that bliss will include the removal of the 
scourge of war. Being the Number One enemy of man- 
kind, as an institution it definitely will have to give way 
to the blessing of universal peace. We read: “He maketh 
wars to cease unto the end of the earth; he breaketh the 


bow and cutteth the spear in sunder” (Ps, 46:9). And 
again: “And he shall judge among many people, and re- 
buke strong nations afar off; and they shall beat their 
swords into plowshares, and their spears into pruning- 
hooks: nation shall not lift up a sword against nation, 
neither shall they learn war any more” (Mic. 4:3). 

With the passing of war and strife shall pass the plague 
of fear. The prophetic forecast is: “They shall sit every 
man under his vine and under his fig tree; and none shall 
make them afraid” (Mic. 4: 4). A blissful state, indeed! 

During the Millennium, the glorious reign of Christ 
and His saints over the morta] nations of the earth, sick- 
ness shall be unknown to earth’s inhabitants, hence there 
will be no further need for the medical profession. “And 
the inhabitant shall not say, I am sick.” “There shall be 
no more thence an infant of days, nor an old man that 
hath not filled his days: for the child shall die a hundred 
years old; ... and they shall build houses, and inhabit 
them; and they shall plant vineyards, and eat the fruit 
of them... and mine elect shall long enjoy the work 
of their hands” (Isa. 33: 24; 65: 20—22). Dying in in- 
fancy shall then be unheard of, premature death a thing 
unknown, while the life span will be so extended that one 
dying at the age of one hundred years shall still be ac- 
counted as a child. Men and women shall grow old pain- 
lessly and fall into death’s sleep without pining sickness 
or months of emaciation. 

But even a golden age such as this leaves much to be 
desired, for anything that ends in death cannot fulfill our 
desire for a bliss that is eternal. The cessation of life at 
one hundred years, two hundred years, five hundred 
years, one thousand years, would be just as real and just 
as tragic as at sixty-five. The longer one lived under such 
ideal conditions the sweeter life would become, and the 
more one would hate to give it up. Hence a bliss to satisfy 
fully our yearnings must be eternal, and, God be praised, 
He has offered us just this. “This is the promise that he 
hath promised us, even eternal life’ (I John 2:25). 
Drawing again from the words of Isaiah, we read: “But 
Israel shall be saved in the Lord with an everlasting sal- 
vation: ye shall not be ashamed nor confounded, world 
without end” (45:17). Such is the grace that will be 
brought to us at the revelation of Jesus Christ! 

Now that we have immutable proof for the duration 
of our bliss let us for a moment examine its scope as the 
Almighty has projected it for us in His Word. At the 
onset we must realize it is impossible for us with our 
finite minds even faintly to grasp the glories awaiting us 
if faithful. We might as well try to fathom infinite time 
or boundless space. It simply is beyond our comprehen- 
sion. “Eye hath not seen, nor ear heard, neither have en- 
tered into the heart of man, the things which God hath 
prepared for them that love him” (I Cor. 2:9). 

During Jesus’ ministry He pictured the bliss awaiting 
the worthy ones. His words are recorded in Luke 20: 35, 
36, “But they which shall be accounted worthy to obtain 
that world, and the resurrection from the dead, .. . are 
equal unto the angels, neither can they die any more.” 

John saw in vision the dawn of that Day of eternal 
bliss when he wrote: “Behold, the tabernacle of God is 
with men, and he will dwell with them, and they shall be 
his people, and God himself shall be with them and be 
their God. And God shall wipe away all tears from their 

(Continued on page 10) 
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PART TEN 


The Great Apostasy 
—or Departure from True Religion— 


The Man of Sin Destroyed 


OR over half a century members of the Megiddo 
F Mission Church have untiringly proclaimed truth to 

the world by means of personal interviews and by 
placing tens of thousands of our publications in the hands 
of the reading public. The midnight cry has been heard. 
The voice of Jonah has sounded from the Atlantic to the 
Pacific, from England to Australia, warning mankind 
that Nineveh shall fall. Still papal tradition rules the 
masses. Darkness persists, nor do we as a minority group 
(“fewest of all people,” Deut. 7:7) expect to reconstruct 
the thinking of the religious world in this age. The Book 
plainly teaches that the light of truth will shine “in a 
dark place, until the day dawn and the day star arise.” 

Only the coming of Christ with power to execute the 
judgments of God and destroy all who refuse to reform 
will be effective in ridding the land of this universal des- 
potic power which has for centuries usurped the position 
of God in the lives of men, by sitting in the seat of God, 
and showing himself that he is God. The Battle of Arma- 
geddon will be the final contest between truth and error, 
and the same inspired writers who predicted the rise of 
the papal power foretold also its total destruction at that 
time. The same writers who prophesied that the beast 
would war with the saints and overcome them, prophesied 
a second encounter when the tables would be turned and 
Christ would conquer. 

Paul foresaw the development of the man of sin, also 
his extinction. The same fact was revealed to Daniel. 

“The Lord shall consume [that Wicked one] with the 
spirit of his mouth, and shall destroy [him] with the 
brightness of his coming” (II Thess. 2:8). 

“As I looked, thrones were placed and one that was 
ancient of days took his seat; his raiment was white as 
snow, and the hair of his head like pure wool; his throne 
was fiery flames, its wheels were burning fire. 

“A stream of fire issued and came forth from before 
him; a thousand thousands served him, and ten thou- 
sand times ten thousand stood before him; the court sat 
in judgment, and the books were opened. 

“TI looked then because of the sound of the great words 
which the horn was speaking. And as I looked, the beast 
was slain, and its body destroyed and given over to be 
burned with fire” (Dan. 7: 9—11, R.S.V.). 

In that auspicious hour, when Christ, “the ancient of 
days,” has reckoned with His own servants, the perni- 
cious little horn is still speaking. Then comes the final 
showdown between God Almighty and him who for about 
fifteen centuries has occupied the seat of God, presuming 
to be God. It is the moment of victory for which the 
Church has prayed and labored. The beast is slain, its 
body destroyed with everlasting destruction—but not 
without a mighty struggle. 

According to the Revelator, Christ and the saints will 
issue a warning to all nations to “fear God, and give 
glory to him; for the hour of his judgment is come” (14: 
7). This warning will excite a counter blast from the evil 
forces. We read in chapter 16 that the ancient serpent 


which was present in Eden, the beast, and the false 
prophet (pagan Rome Christianized) will go abroad to 
the kings of the world to assemble them for battle on the 
great day of God Almighty. 

“And they assembled them at the place which is called 
in Hebrew Armageddon.” 

“They will make war on the Lamb, and the Lamb will 
conquer them, for he is Lord of lords and King of kings, 
and those with him are called and chosen and faithful.” 

“And the beast was captured, and with it the false 
prophet who in its presence had worked the signs by 
which he deceived those who had received the mark of the 
beast and those who worshiped its image. These two 
were thrown alive into the lake of fire* that burns with 
brimstone” (Rev. 16:16; 17:14; 19:20, R.S.V.). 

With this stroke of divine power, the evil forces which 
caused the darkest epoch this planet has ever seen— 
the Great Apostasy—are banished forever into nonentity 
and with them every fable and tradition ever invented 
by the mind of man. In the language of Ezekiel (chapter 
29, 32), it is the “beaching” of the great whale and all the 
fish who stick to his scales. In that triumphant hour, 
Papacy and Protestantism alike are destined to annihila- 
tion. Ecclesiastical error is to be banished forever with 
one stroke of judicial wrath. 

Armageddon is a necessary purging of the ancient evils 
and those who prefer them. The time has dawned for the 
redemption of this planet, the time upon which are fo- 
cused the grandest prophecies of Scripture, when God’s 
heavenly Kingdom is to be established upon earth. The 
King, Christ, the Prince of Peace, would prefer to con- 
quer by love, but He must take His seat by force of arms. 
Man’s tragic stupidity and stubbornness, his resistance to 
true progress, are responsible for an appalling destruc- 
tion to human life: two thirds of earth’s inhabitants must 
perish (Zech. 13:8), none of them fit material for God’s 
Kingdom of peace. 

The Eternal in His mercy could wipe out all sinners 
at a single stroke, but He purposes to spread His judg- 
ments over a period of about forty years (Micah 7: 15 
—17) in order to provide time and space for repentance. 
The beneficent results of a truly righteous war will am- 
ply justify the destruction involved. A new generation, 
more amenable to divine law, will arise to replace the 
present stiff-necked race. As the survivors of the purify- 
ing judgments, this “third part” will be the nucleus of a 
new order, a new class, the subjects of the Kingdom of 
God. It is their teeming offspring who shall replenish the 
earth and fill it with a righteous people. 

“And I will bring the third part through the fire, and 
will refine them as silver is refined, and will try them as 
gold is tried: they shall call on my name, and I will hear 
them: I will say, It is my people: and they shall say, The 
Lord is my God” (Zech. 18: 9). 


* 


“Lake of fire.” Fire, as used in the Bible, is a symbol of de- 
struction. It is figuratively used of the judgments of God. 
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With the elimination of the class who love wickedness 
and resist progress, the process of education will be 
speeded up until the light has penetrated every dark cor- 
ner of the world, and all men know the Lord, from the 
least to the greatest. 

The Kingdom of God is now securely established, a 
going concern. The devil (sin and all sinners) is bound 
(Rev. 20: 1—3), and the millennial reign of Christ and 
His saints begins. For a thousand years a burgeoning 
people shall live in peace and happiness under righteous 
laws unfailingly executed for the benefit of all. Old tastes 
and customs die out, replaced by something infinitely 
better. 

“But in the last days it shall come to pass, that the 
mountain of the house of the Lord shall be established 
in the top of the mountains, and it shall be exalted above 
the hills; and people shall flow unto it. 

“And many nations shall come, and say, Come, and let 
us go up to the mountain of the Lord, and to the house of 
the God of Jacob; and he will teach us of his ways, and 
we will walk in his paths: for the law shall go forth from 
Zion, and the word of the Lord from Jerusalem. 

“And he shall judge among many people, and rebuke 
strong nations afar off; and they shall beat their swords 
into plowshares, and their spears into pruninghooks: na- 
tion shall not lift up a sword against nation, neither shall 
they learn war any more. 


“But they shall sit every man under his vine and under 
his fig tree, and none shall make them afraid: for the 
mouth of the Lord of hosts hath spoken it” (Mic. 4: 1—4). 

“Then the eyes of the blind shall be opened, and the 
ears of the deaf shall be unstopped. Then shall the lame 
man leap as a hart, and the tongue of the dumb sing... . 
And the inhabitant shall not say, I am sick” (Isa. 35: 
5, 6; 33: 24). 

The 65th chapter of Isaiah (vs. 17—25) paints the pic- 
ture in vivid colors. At long last, peace has come to earth, 
and good will to men. Poverty, suffering, painful illness, 
injustice, oppression and insecurity are things of the 
dark past; infant mortality has been wiped out, and there 
is a minimum life span of 100 years. There is probation, 
challenge, struggle, decision, for it takes these things to 
make life worth while; but changed standards, the sup- 
pression of all overt evil, and freedom from external 
temptation will open the door to true progress and pro- 
duce swift and tremendous results, numerically. 

Yet even this is not the ideal, the completed Kingdom 
of God. The “dragon, that old serpent, which is the Devil, 
and Satan” (Rev. 20:2), though bound by a stern law, 
is still alive, confined in the “bottomless pit,” or the hearts 
of a secretly rebellious minority. Death, however blunted 
his sting, is still in the land. During the Millennium the 
final phase of the preparation of the Kingdom is coming 
to a glorious maturity, as the sin-cursed, violent past re- 
cedes farther and farther from memory. 

Then, suddenly, there is “silence in heaven” (Rev. 
8:1). 

No longer does the law thunder from Zion; no longer 
is the guiding voice heard, saying, “This is the way, walk 
ye in it” (Isa. 30:21). Satan—sin—is loosed from his 
prison for a “little season,” which we can prove to be 
twenty years long. This is the beginning of the last Reck- 
oning, the judgment of the subjects. The Second Resur- 
rection (Rev. 20:5) restores to life all the subject class 


who have died during the Millennium, and the temporary 
suspension of law permits any cherished evil to manifest 
itself. Revelation 20: 7—10 and 9: 1—11 describe in sym- 
bolic language the rebellion of the incorrigibles, a mere 
handful among the vast number who have won the victory 
over sin and death (Rev. 7:9). 

The mutineers are destroyed at a stroke, and the 
second judgment rewards the overcomers with immortal- 
ity (Rev. 20: 9, 12, 13). Death, his work forever done on 
this planet, is cast into the “lake of fire,” a symbol of eter- 
nal destruction. 

The toiling days are long since ended, the Sabbath of 
rest is past, and the earth rolls forth from the hand of 
its Creator a finished product, beautified and glorified, 
filled with happy, immortal beings, the living glory of 
God. 

An “eighth day” of eternal duration dawns, through 
which this world—our world—shall go from glory to 
glory, eternal progress, eternal expansion, shining with 
the indwelling light of its inhabitants (Daniel 12:3). 

The seer of Patmos thus raptly describes, in a few in- 
comparable sentences, that World of Tomorrow: 

“And I heard a great voice out of heaven saying, Be- 
hold, the tabernacle of God is with men, and he will dwell 
with them, and they shall be his people, and God himself 
shall be with them, and be their God. 

“And God shall wipe away all tears from their eyes; 
and there shall be no more death, neither sorrow, nor cry- 
ing, neither shall there be any more pain: for the former 
things are passed away. 

“And he that sat upon the throne said, Behold, I make 
all things new. And he said unto me, Write: for these 
words are true and faithful” (Rev. 21:3—5). 

THE END 





True Prayer 


It is not prayer, | 
This clamor of our eager wants 
That fills the air 
With wearying, selfish plaints. 


It is not faith 

To boldly count all gifts as ours; 
The pride that saith, 

“For me His wealth He ever showers.” 


It is not praise 
To call to mind our happier lot, 
And boast bright days, 
God-favored, with all else forgot. 


It is true prayer 

To seek the Giver more than the gift, 
God’s life to share 

And love for this our cry to lift. 


It is true faith 

To simply trust His loving will, 
Whiche’er He saith 

“Thy lot be glad” or “ill.” 


It is true praise 
To bless alike the bright and dark; 
To sing, all days 
Alike as one striving for the mark. 
—Sel. and Alt. 
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A Perfect Peace 


HERE is a legend told of a monarch who was so trou- 

bled and harassed by his problems that he called in 
the nation’s wise men and magicians and entreated them 
to invent a motto or some magic word that would give 
him solace. The one stipulation was that it must be short 
and to the point, as he wanted the words engraved upon 
his ring. After much deliberation the wise men were 
again ushered into the unhappy king’s presence and pre- 
sented him with his ring engraved upon which were the 
words, “This too shall pass away.” The king was pleased 
with this and, as the story goes, it provided him with 
perfect peace throughout the remainder of his life. 

Throughout the ever changing centuries these words 
have remained true and endlessly enduring. They have 
been instrumental in bringing peace to the hearts of 
many perplexed and confused by the myriads of prob- 
lems. They have helped many to look beyond the present 
difficulties, calm in the assurance that peace would again 
flow through their lives. 

If five words have been successful, at least to some ex- 
tent, in bringing peace to the hearts of the nations about 
us, consider for a moment the grand invitation of the Al- 
mighty: “If only you would listen to my orders you would 
have peace brimming as a river and welfare ample as the 
ocean waves.” 

Through what medium is such a blessed state of hap- 
piness and perfect peace attained? It comes by a perfect 
knowledge of the Book which is a thorough furnisher unto 
all good works, and by living in close communion with 
God from whom all blessings flow. Peace comes by rising 
above the meanness and pettiness of human nature, and 
ceasing to look to man for inspiration. We gain an inner 
tranquillity only as we cease to be guided by our own no- 
tions and seek guidance of the One who will always lead 
in a plain path. 

Prayer has wonderful power. Indeed to be able to lift 
our hearts and thoughts to God is one of our greatest 
privileges, as well as a prime necessity. It has truly been 
said that “Prayer is the key of the morning to unlock 
Heaven’s storehouse of blessing, the spring of the day 
to keep us going in the way of holiness, and the lock to 
secure us at night in the safe keeping of the Lord.” Upon 
perusing the Scriptures we are repeatedly impressed 
with the fact that the saints of old were often found in 
sweet communion with their Heavenly Father. Through 
prayer they found an inexhaustible supply of spiritual 
vitality. It provided them with perfect peace, faith and 
courage to face the cruel persecutions and in many cases 
martyrdom for the cause they held dear. Yet their faces 
glowed with a light of inner calm and complete trust 
which nothing could dispel. 

We have an excellent example in the life of Christ to 
give us a better conception of the power of prayer. His 
perfect obedience can be traced to His unswerving faith- 
fulness in prayer and constant meditation. Those lonely 
retreats, away from even His faithful disciples, in com- 
munion with His Father strengthened and steadied Him 
for whatever adversities might cross His pathway. So 
perfect was the peace He enjoyed that even in the dark 
hour of His Gethsemane He found solace in the Father’s 
promise. 


How deep and abiding is our peace? Does it flow as a 
river in our hearts no matter what conditions may pre- 
vail? Have we a perfect faith in the revealed Word that 
no human can dispel? 

This blessed condition can be achieved only by acquir- 
ing the habit of steadfastness of purpose. The person 
swayed by the pettiness and inconsistencies of others 
never attains this position. It requires weighing our 
thoughts, words and actions by the Bible and being 
guided by its plain declarations. A person guided by a 
Thus saith the Lord, and strong in his convictions, is not 
easily shaken, and frequent communion with the Maker 
makes it possible for such a one to attain a peace that 
passeth understanding. 

The secret of our success hinges directly on how well 
we “listen to his orders.” Our mind cannot be partially 
keyed to the ideas of man; rather our hearts must be fixed 
upon Him whose thoughts and ways are as high above 
ours as the heaven is from the earth. The more we medi- 
tate on His precepts, the sweeter our peace will become. 
Meditation on His law day and night will prepare us for 
the trials that ever beset our pathway. He has not prom- 
ised a thornless path to perfection of character, but He 
has provided us with the necessary knowledge which if 
practiced will keep us calm and unruffled in trying cir- 
cumstances, 

To become at peace with God there must be a perfect 
peace within our hearts and that is possible only by be- 
coming at peace with our fellow men. For, verily, if we 
do not love those whom we have seen, how can we love 
Him whom we have not seen? How well are we fulfilling 
our duty toward each other? God has never smiled upon 
discord in the past and it is certain that He will never 
do so either now or in the future. It is our duty to bring 
ourselves to His standard; He will never stoop to ours. 

The time is fast approaching when we shall be called 
to account for the way we have spent our allotted time. 
How will the record stand with us? Will it find us at 
peace with God and man, or shall we be found wanting? 
May it be our happy portion to be of the little number 
who have answered the Almighty’s challenge that we may 
have a part in dispensing peace to the nations. 





SCALE THE HEIGHTS 


OGETHER we stand at the foot of a great mountain 
range. Before us towering peaks rear their heads 
above the snow line. The tang of their icy winds sweeps 
down upon us. We are awed by their grandeur. Those who 
have left the mists of the valleys and are making their 
way toward the summit are beckoning us on. The top- 
most crag challenges us, stirs our blood and kindles our 
courage. Our leader calls us to scale the heights and win 
the prize, “the high calling of God in Christ Jesus.” 
The Christian’s development can be compared to moun- 
tain climbing. Ascending the “hill of perfection” requires 
a patient continuance. No one will ever escape this neces- 
sity. Paul says, “And let us not be weary in well doing, for 
in due season we shall reap, if we faint not.” Without 
this patient continuance, hopelessness and discourage- 
ment will beset our path. Mountains look sinister at a 
distance but they lose much of their terror when you ap- 
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proach them with confidence. Therefore the only ones 
fit for the journey are those who cannot be discouraged ; 
who, although the road is rough and steep, will say, “I 
can, I must, and I will overcome every obstacle.” It was 
his zeal and determination that made Paul successful in 
his career, and in the end, more than a conqueror. 

The night is far spent, but ere the day breaks we must 
cast off the works of darkness, lay aside the weights, lest 
our spiritual advancement be so retarded that we fail to 
reach the summit. 

Too often the tendency has been to drift along without 
any special effort. But this will not do, for we shall never 
reach our objective through this “lazy-man” method. 
Every worthwhile accomplishment requires effort. Our 
very attitude toward a situation can make the difference 
between success or failure. We cannot expect an easy 
climb to perfection; and to reach it we must rise higher 
than the strong winds of trials. We must rise not only in 
spite of these trials, but because of them. It is high time 
we were awakening to action. What kind of action? Not 
merely going through the motions, but it is time we were 
putting into effect the resolutions we made when the 
sound of the Christian way first struck our ear. 

As an example of what lingering can do, we read that 
Lot’s wife looked back and by so doing lost her natural 
life and also any share in the Kingdom which she might 
have earned. A very large class of people started the 
climb with great enthusiasm, and because they lagged, 
delayed, lingered and waited for a more opportune time 
to finish climbing, they lost their chance of eternal life. 

We must be gripped with a burning desire to reach per- 
fection of character. However, the simple possession of 
a right desire is not sufficient in itself; it must be accom- 
panied by action and often by most heroic and self-sac- 
rificing effort. In other words, the character and destiny 
of every man are largely in his own keeping. He is what 
he makes himself. 

Life is no smooth road for any of us; but the bracing 
atmosphere of a high aim and the very roughness of the 
way stimulate the climber to steadier steps. Every step 
taken up the winding mountain path will bring us nearer 
our goal and take us farther from the clouds and mists 
in the valley below. Rise high enough and you will be 
above the fog; and while the world below remains uncer- 
tain as to whether there is anything outside the mist, you, 
from your sunny station, see the glory upon the shining 
turrets of the “city which hath foundations.” 

To always say, “I feel like pressing on,” is a mighty 
work, but as herein lies the faith and trust and the ut- 
most test of our endurance, herein also lies the glory— 
the grand reward in that coming day. 

Live your life each day as you would climb a mountain. 
Do not take your eyes off the summit for even a moment 
or you will be led downward by some fleshly desire, some 
way of your own. Climb persistently, steadily, each pass- 
ing moment and the view from the summit will be a fit- 
ting climax for the journey. 





Everyone knows how to express a complaint, but it 
takes practice to utter a compliment. 


The surest and safest way to destroy an enemy is to 
make him your friend, and it can be done easily too. 


SPRING— 


Growth, Pruning, Cultivation 


BAce new morn should bring a feeling of spring to the 
heart when we come to think of the mercy of God 
for allowing us another fresh opportunity to enrich our 
lives with the gracious fruits of obedience. The truly 
appreciative eye views the marvelous creation and has 
reverence for a Mighty Being, especially for the abun- 
dance of all good things in our possession, above all 
for being considered in the Plan of the Ages. The honest 
soul will recognize early how great the power for good 
lies in the revealing words of life, to search out, to 
cleanse, to purify till only the perfect fruit is evident. 

By the crystal clear streams of Lebanon flows the balm 
of Gilead where the trees of righteousness derive their 
strength and vitality. Seriously pondered by constant ap- 
plication over its living influence, we come to adjust and 
readjust our thinking and acting powers that we may 
grow more accurately by its stream. “As the branch can- 
not bear fruit of itself, except it abide in the vine; no 
more can ye, except ye abide in me,” so the Master tells 
us. When we absorb and thrive on proper nourishment, 
dutifully digging and weeding, we will give out proper 
example and all will see we are the branch bearing fruits 
of the Lord’s planting. But before we are thoroughly es- 
tablished, bearing profusely, we must believe and accept 
all conditions as for our good. 

All the trees in the garden are planted in their respec- 
tive places. The same plan for usefulness is required, 
though in some instances a stronger pressure has to be 
used to pull out the bad and establish the right. With each 
successful stroke of the cutting shears at the root of every 
hindering evil, so much more productive ground is made 
useful; hence a most desirable crop. 

All in all, a careful survey of one’s own wicked field 
and a vigorous attack with the spray of truth will surely 
yield peaceable fruits of righteousness. 





THE INVESTMENT OF TIME 


Time is the inexplicable raw material of everything. 
You wake up in the morning, and lo! your purse is mag- 
ically filled with the unmanufactured tissue of the uni- 
verse of your life. It is yours, the most precious of pos- 
sessions. No one receives either more or less than you 
receive. 


You have to live on this twenty-four hours of daily 
time. Out of it you have to spin health, pleasure, money, 
content, respect and your salvation. Its most effective use 
is a matter of the highest urgency. Your happiness—the 
elusive prize you are all clutching for—depends on that. 


If you cannot arrange that an income of these daily 
hours shall exactly cover all proper items of expenditure, 
you will muddle the whole of life indefinitely. 


We never shall have any more time. We have, and we 
have always had, all the time there is. 
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Meditations 
On the Word 


“Grudge not one against another, brethren, lest ye be con- 
demned: behold, the judge standeth before the door” (James 
5: 9). 


We somehow get the idea that folks do not like us or 
are thinking ill of us, and what is our reaction? We are 
virtually unnerved in their presence, and everything we 
do or say seemingly increases this feeling of disapproval 
and the tensions which follow. Thoughts have the power to 
bless or to burn. They have more power than any other 
energy known to man, including atomic energy, for not 
even that great power can separate us from our grudges; 
but happy, disciplined thoughts can. 

Have we ever stopped to consider how often our dis- 
like of another person or our grudges, are based on the 
fact that we do not know that person? We may have 
heard the old proverb, “To know all is to forgive all.” 
Although this is not always the case, yet in a majority 
of instances to know your antagonist’s trials, heartaches, 
ambitions and temptations would greatly help. Such ig- 
norance is the root of many grudges and cruel injustices 
which are practiced by us and on us. If we brought even 
a fraction of the energy to bear in an effort to remove 
the grudge, that we do to keep it growing and thriving, 
we would have few, if any, grievances left. 

The teacher of kindergarten pupils is told that her 
first task is to study the child, get his viewpoint and back- 
ground. No matter what our age, we never cease to be 
children in this sense that we want to be understood, ap- 
preciated, and our particular or even peculiar viewpoint 
considered, even if not agreed with. Every normal per- 
son wants love, fears rejection, craves understanding, 
experiences anxiety and longs to fill a worthy role in the 
world of action. When we strive to understand others we 
are also helping ourselves. The days of our mortal life 
“are few,” as the patient Job observed, and “full of trou- 
ble,” too few in fact to be wasted on endless quarrels and 
strife. The sour grapes of selfishness, suspicion, hate, 
bitterness and grudges supply no nourishment to the 
spirit; instead they set the teeth of our soul on edge and 
add further to our discomfort. 

When one is sick at heart or mind, one is sicker than 
from any physical disease. When he is well there, the 
sense of well-being exceeds anything physical health can 
give. The cases of soul sickness have been set by physi- 
cians as between sixty and ninety per cent of all known 
maladies, at least half and even as high as nine out of ten 
people are suffering from psychosomatic ailments. This 
clearly shows the need to guard the trend of our thoughts 
and gateway of our emotions even more carefully than we 
watch our literal diet. 

When we abandon ourselves to hatred and prejudices, 
or indulge in envious or bitter thoughts, harbor resent- 
ments and nurse grudges, we are doing ourselves much 
physical harm, to say nothing of our spiritual health. 
Take, for example, our grudge: this is the point where 
strife and feuds arise, and all friendships start to come 


apart. It is where we feel a sense of grievance against an- 
other. This emotion is a mixture of anger, resentment and 
frustration, and when we take these on as traveling com- 
panions on life’s journey we are taking on something 
that we cannot carry without injury to our spiritual and 
physical health. A grudge held in the mind over a long 
period of time is likely, and has been known to, produce 
as serious physical effects as the staphylococci virus— 
even to the point of being fatal. 

The fact that we have a deep grudge against someone 
does not always do any particular harm to the victim of 
our spite, for he or she may not even be aware of the 
fire of resentment that burns upon the hearth of our 
soul. The course of revenge and retaliation is a rough 
one, the first to suffer being ourselves. The injury done 
by another that we allow to make us ill, will not be made 
well by revenge, no matter how seemingly sweet. The 
Bible gives the best method of getting even with our ad- 
versary: it is forgive and forget, “heap coals of fire on 
his head.” 

A mind receptive to faith and hope, ready to forgive 
and forget, eager to think well of others and wish them 
well, is the poised and happy soul that Paul was speaking 
about in I Corinthians 13: 4—7. “Charity suffereth long, 
and is kind; charity envieth not; charity vaunteth not it- 
self, is not puffed up, doth not behave itself unseemly, 
seeketh not her own, is not easily provoked, thinketh no 
evil; rejoiceth not in iniquity, but rejoiceth in the truth; 
beareth all things, believeth all things, hopeth all things, 
endureth all things. Charity never faileth.’”’ This, Paul 
points out, will be productive of a sound mind and body. 

In an old English paper once appeared a prayer that 
runs thus: “O God, pour out upon our enemies with boun- 
tiful hands whatever Thou knowest may do them good, 
and chiefly a sound mind and uncorrupted mind, through 
which they may know Thee and seek Thee with their 
whole heart and love us. Let not their first hating of us 
turn to their harm, neither in anywise let us hurt them, 
seeing that we cannot do them good for want of ability. 
Lord, we desire their amendment, not their chastisement. 
Separate them not from us by punishing them, but join 
and knit them to us by Thy favorable dealing with them.” 

More excellent than the scent of sandal and rose-bay, 
of lily, orange, or jassamine is the lovely, lingering, yet 
invigorating and commanding fragrance of forgiveness. 





THE GRACE OF GOD 
(Continued from page 5) 


eyes; and there shall be no more death, neither sorrow, 
nor crying, neither shall there be any more pain: for 
the former things are passed away” (21:3, 4). 

Who could fail to thrill at the thought of living when 
the tabernacle of God is with men, and all sorrow, sick- 
ness, pain and death shall be forever banished from the 
earth; and life, life, endless life, be the happy portion of 
the inmates of God’s glorious Kingdom upon earth? This 
is no flight of fancy, no soaring out among the stars into 
some imaginary Utopia, but a hope backed by the un- 
equivocal promise of Almighty God Himself. “And he 
that sat upon the throne said, Write: for these words are 
true and faithful.” 











Your Questions Answered 


BIBLICAL 


Do you have a question? Personal replies to Biblical questions 
will be sent to any correspondent, and counsel will be offered on 
problems pertaining to the spiritual life. The MEGIDDO MESSAGE 
will publish only the most helpful discussions for the benefit of 
other readers. No names shall be mentioned. 


What is the sin against the Holy Spirit mentioned in Matt. 
12: 31, 32? 


The text is as follows: “Wherefore I say unto you, All 
manner of sin and blasphemy shall be forgiven unto men: 
but the blasphemy against the Holy Spirit shall not be 
forgiven unto men. And whosoever speaketh a word 
against the Son of man, it shall be forgiven him: but who- 
soever speaketh against the Holy Spirit, it shall not be 
forgiven him, neither in this world, neither in the world 
to come.” 

The Master here describes an unpardonable sin, that of 
speaking against the Holy Spirit. An example of such 
transgression is found in Acts 5 where Ananias and Sap- 
phira lied to Peter in reporting the proceeds from the 
sale of their possessions, having previously agreed to 
pool their wealth for the more rapid dissemination of the 
Gospel. They were stricken dead instantly. 

Such sin cannot be committed today because Holy 
Spirit power is not accessible to the church in this age. 


Why did God send a lying spirit to the prophets of Ahab? 


This incident, recorded in II Chron. 18: 19—22, cannot 
be understood in a literal sense. The Prophet Micaiah used 
this little narrative to impress his point upon Ahab and 
Jehoshaphat. What he really wanted to tell the king was 
that Ahab’s prophets were liars, and by using this nar- 
rative he got his point across in a way that they could 
understand. 

It is not at all a characteristic of God to promote evil 
for any purpose. He would not deliberately send an angel 
to persuade prophets to lie to the king. But Ahab’s proph- 
ets were deceivers; they were “yes men,” such as Ahab 
liked to have about him. They agreed with what Ahab 
wanted to do and told him the things he liked to hear. God 
was not responsible for their behavior, but He permitted 
Ahab to do as he pleased and to have such men about him 
as he desired, but eventually Ahab was punished for his 
iniquity. 


Does not Isaiah 66: 24 support the doctrine of eternal tor- 
ment for the wicked? 


No. The text is as follows: “They shall go forth, and 
look upon the carcases of the men that have transgressed 
against me: for their worm shall not die, neither shall 
their fire be quenched; and they shall be an abhorring 
unto all flesh.” 

To understand these words correctly we must recog- 
nize the scene of the passage to be Jerusalem (v. 20) ; 
the time, the millennial age during which the nations 
shall make regular pilgrimages to the world metropolis 
(v. 23). To clarify the picture, the prophets who envi- 
sioned the new era made reference to a familiar site 
adjacent to old Jerusalem. Southwest of the city lay the 
Valley of Hinnom which came to be a dumping place and 
incinerator for the filth of Jerusalem. Carcases of crim- 
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inals and beasts were thrown into it and the fires were 
kept continually burning to consume the refuse, to de- 
stroy, not keep alive. What the fires did not consume the 
worms ate. Hence the expression of the unquenchable 
fire and undying worm symbolize the speedy riddance to 
be made of sin and all sinners in the new world. 


Are the 144,000 sealed during the tribulation period? What 
will be their office or work? 


The sealing or stamping with approval of the 144,000, 
tribe by tribe, is reported in Revelation 7 and takes place 
at Judgment when the Judge says “Well done.” The an- 
gel is specifically admonished not to hurt the earth (cove- 
nant makers, Isa. 24:16) or the sea (nations at large, 
Rev. 17: 15) until the 144,000 elect are perfected. Divine 
reckoning with the earth and sea which follows creates 
the period of great tribulation (Rev. 7:14). 

The work of the 144,000 is as described in Rev. 14 and 
Zech. 14: They shall stand with Christ upon Mount Zion, 
and together with Him shall conquer, convert and rule 
the nations in righteousness. 


Why did Noah curse Canaan? 


Genesis 9: 20—-27 records the incident. From many 
statements in the Book we know that Noah became a 
righteous man. See Ezek. 14:14; Heb. 11:7. However, 
in this case he was found in transgression by his son Ham 
who was father of Canaan. Evidently Ham was a man 
who lacked character. According to Bible principles, Ham 
should have reproved his father himself (Matt. 18: 15). 
Instead, he told his two brothers, Shem and Japheth, who 
dealt with their father in a forthright and godly manner 
for his error. Evidently Noah recognized their courage 
and nobility of manner and blessed them for the deed. He 
who rebukes a righteous man always finds favor after- 
wards. Ham, having evaded his duty, or having shifted it 
to other shoulders, could merit no such blessing. Since 
his son Canaan was cursed as a result of the incident, 
we can form no other conclusion than that he also lacked 
character and was party to the offense and guilty of his 
father’s weakness. God never condemns the innocent 
with the guilty and we are confident that Canaan experi- 
enced no curse that was undeserved. God visits the in- 
iquity of the fathers upon the children only as the chil- 
dren persist in the iniquity of their father (Ezekiel 18; 
Exodus 20: 5). 


Are the Ten Commandments binding today? 


No. The Ten Commandments were part of the Mosaic 
or national law given expressly for the government of 
the nation of Israel. National law governs the outward 
act but makes no restriction upon the thoughts and in- 
tents of the heart, therefore is powerless to give eternal 
life. Christ reestablished a better law; He heightened and 
deepened and so far enlarged the scope of meaning of all 
moral law that the original ten became ineffective. For 
contrasts between the Ten Commandments as stated by 
Moses and the better law as restated by Christ see Matt. 
5: 21—48. 
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At the Front 


When the foe strikes the hardest, 
Sure that this time he will win; 
And his war cry is the loudest, 
To be heard above the din; 
When the odds are appalling, 
Causing valiant hearts to quail, 
Listen to the Captain’s calling— 
With His help I cannot fail: 
At the front of the battle you will find me. 


When the foe is infiltrating, 
In the dark and quiet night, 
All his sneaky tactics hating, 
I will hold aloft my light. 
I will man the farthest station; 
Quickly sound a loud alarm; 
Bringing fear and consternation 
To all who would do me harm. 
At the front of the battle you will find me. 


When the foe is found retreating, 
And the danger seems to fade, 
I will hush the drummer’s beating, 
Fearful of an ambuscade. 
Then I'll fortify my powers 
With the weapons that I lack; 
Man with watchmen all my towers, 
And in case of fresh attack 
At the front of the battle you will find me. 


Many scorn the shield and breastplate, 
And refuse the Spirit’s sword; 
Thus it is when danger threatens 
They desert with one accord. 
But the armor that is proffered 
Will protect by night and day. 
When encased and sheltered by it, 
In the thickest of the fray, 
At the front of the battle you will find me. 


Though the wicked ones be legion, 
And are boastful of their might, 
Desecrating every region, 
I will battle for the right. 
Sure that right will be the victor 
Over all the hosts of sin 
When the Lord returns in glory; 
With assurance He will win, 
At the front of the battle you will find me. 
—L. L. S. 
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